
                                    

 

 

       

  

   

 

 

 

 

                    

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

                                                                                         

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When animosities between a pastor and his bartender daughter 

result in a lawsuit between them, a mediating judge orders 

them to swap roles for a week before pronouncing judgment. 



 

 

 
Hiram “Mac” McCoy is a single father and pastor, and Jodie McCoy is his bartender  

daughter. The two had always been close until personal resentments caused  

Jodie to sue her father for her share of the family house, where Mac lives  

after the accidental death of his wife, Meredith. So Jodie files a lawsuit  

for the house to be sold and its proceeds divided between them. 

 

Meredith’s death is their bone of contention, with each blaming the other  

for what occurred, which was Jodie running out of gas in her car again  

after having been warned multiple times by her dad not to drive on an  

empty tank. As before, Jodie called her dad for help as she was  

stranded on the shoulder of a highway. But Mac was in yet another  

church meeting, which Jodie claims was always his priority. So Mac  

called Meredith, who was killed when a delivery truck suffered a  

blowout and the wheel rim snapped off and struck Meredith. 

 

                                                                  On their appointed day in court, the two 

                                                                  are called into the judge’s chambers, 

                                                                  where they break into another argument  

                                                                  of back-and-forth shouting, with each 

                                                                  defending their own actions before  

                                                                  denouncing the other as not knowing 

                                                                  what it’s like “to walk in my shoes.”  

Neither is willing to listen, forgive, or even attempt to understand  

the other. 

 

So the judge orders them to swap roles for a week. 

Mac must tend bar and Jody must run the church. At  

the end of this trial period, the judge says she will  

issue a decision. Before releasing them, however,  

she advises them to work this out. “You’ve already  

experienced enough loss. Don’t let another death  

divide you … permanently.” 



                                                       Meggie Jenny has been nominated twice as the “People’s Choice” 

                                                 Actress of the Year. She has over fifty film and television  

                                                 credits to her name, has won awards as Best Actress and Best  

                                                 Supporting Actress, and has written, produced, and starred in 

                                                 the two feature films, Christmas at Keestone  and Wedding at 

                                                 Keestone.  Meggie plays the role of Jodie McCoy, the bartender  

                                                 daughter of Pastor Mac McCoy. 

 

                                                 Actor, Screenwriter, and executive producer Wayne DeLoriea  

                                                 has been in show business more than thirty years, with singing  

                                                 credits and more than a dozen film and television credits to  

                                                 his name. Wayne has been cast before in “tough guy” roles, and 

                                                 says the part of Pastor Mac McCoy demanded his best in ways  

                                                 he never could have imagined. 

 

 

                                                 Award-winning actress Catherine Trail, who plays the part of  

                                                 Judge Florinda Thomas, boasts a long list of national and  

                                                 regional television commercials, as well as more than sixty  

                                                 film credits. Host of On the Red Carpet with Catherine Trail, 

                                                 where she interviews aspiring actors, she also co-wrote and  

                                                 produced “Four Pies,” based on the life of her mother, which  

                                                 won accolades at film festivals around the world. 

 



 

 

 

With more than thirty film and television credits to his name, Square Pegs  director,  

the late Bill Rahn, was unsurpassed at stretching a dollar into three. “That skill is 

vital for small-budget movies like Square Pegs, and Bill was a master,” says creator 

James Houston Turner. “I came to him as a screenwriter. I left as a producer,  

executive producer, editor, props man, caterer, driver, and dishwasher.”  

Square Pegs  was Bill’s final film before his untimely death.” 

 

 

 

       Image source: IMDb 

 

 

 

 



JAMES HOUSTON TURNER is the winner of  

numerous awards, including “Best Thriller” 

for his Talanov series of spy novels + six  

“Best Screenplay” awards for his scripts,  

including three for Square Pegs.   

  

After a national television tour with his potato 

cookbook, he became a journalist at the famed Union 

Rescue Mission of Los Angeles, where he led a double 

life as a Bible smuggler behind the former Iron Curtain. 

He has made several tours across America with his books,  

and appeared on dozens of television and radio shows. He

has spoken to thousands of students on his “Too Ugly

Tour” about the hard knocks of life and how they are some-

times blessings in disguise. The tour was named from the time  

he was refused a customer service job because he was “too  

ugly” – a reference to the “unsightly” facial scars from his  

successful cancer operation, where doctors removed a large  

tumor from his jaw. At the time, he was given eighteen months to  

live; it has now been more than thirty-three years. 

                                                                     

                                                                   “God does indeed move in 

                                                                   mysterious ways,” he says,  

                                                                   “because that job refusal 

                                                                   forced me to persevere with  

                                                                   my writing, which is why I am  

                                                                   now an author, screenwriter,  

                                                                   and film producer.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                    James and his wife Wendy live in Austin, Texas. 



Behind The Scenes

with James Houston Turner
screenwriter, producer, executive producer

Like the character of Mac McCoy, I attended seminary while working in a church and a bar. The experience 

revealed some surprising similarities between the two environments, which, decades later, came in very

handy for my writing of Square Pegs.

The movie contains three intertwined themes, with the first being forgiveness, which is not always an easy 

command to obey. When my mother was dying of pancreatic cancer, she was bitter from all of the wrongs

committed against her over a span of more than fifty years. I remember sitting on the edge of her hospital 

bed, saying, “Let it go, Mom, and forgive. None of it matters, anyway, and we need to forgive others just as 

we want God to forgive us.” She did, and I can still see her bitterness melting away into a smile of joy and 

peace. Three days later, she died, forgiven by God, which is why the theme of forgiveness is so personal to 

me. I know firsthand the liberation – and life – it brings.

The second theme is that of discovering where we belong in life … and where we don’t, which is where the 

“trading places” side of the story comes in. Many of us have been rudderless at some point, so I decided to

throw Mac and Jodie into that same “deep end” and allow audiences to watch what happens. But I also

wanted to have some fun, and part of that fun involved a pickled-egg-eating

challenge, which Meggie Jenny performed brilliantly. The end credits of

the film provide some hilarious BTS clips of Meggie’s challengers.

The third theme is that of church, which is not where we go, but who we are. 

The example we see in Scripture is that of Jesus washing feet, which in that 

day was the most degrading of jobs. “The greatest among you shall be the

least,” we are told in the Book of John. Mac and Jodie discover the demands

and rewards of living the truth of those words in the contrasting worlds 

of a church and a bar, including a scene where vandals nearly burn down

the building where Mac is pastor.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             



 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

                                                          

                                                      A heartwarming drama that asks difficult questions. 

                                                       Meggie Jenny delivers a powerful performance, with director Bill Rahn and cinematographer Scott McClannahan working 
                                                                  together to create inviting scenes that are softly focused and warmly lit. Square Pegs is a heartwarming drama that tackles 
                                                                  universal themes of faith, doubt, family, and forgiveness. 
                                                                                   Screencritix 
 

                                                        This film delivers. 

                                                        Among Christian films, Square Pegs stand out [by giving] viewers a compelling dramatic experience. The camera is always 
                                                                   where it needs to be, and Bill Rahn’s gentle touch makes the interactions between characters all the more natural. Square 
                                                                   Pegs offers an exploration of the human condition and enduring hope for healing and renewal. James Houston Turner’s  
                                                                   personal experiences with grief infuse the narrative with authenticity and depth. Despite a handful of minor production  
                                                                   flaws, cinematically and narratively this film delivers. 
                                                                                   Independent Movie Review 

 

 

 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://screencritix.com/9012-anhgup/#more-9012
https://independentmoviereview.com/2024/05/06/square-pegs/


                                                                                                                                         BEST SCREENPLAY, CONTENT2023 FILM FESTIVAL 

                                                                                                                                      BEST SCREENPLAY, CHRISTIAN ONLINE FILM FESTIVAL 

                                                                                                                                         BEST WRITER, CHRISTIAN ONLINE FILM FESTIVAL 
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